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SPECTER OF COMMUNISM IN LATIN AMERICA 


The people of Brazil, who are customarily shown dancing or playing on the beaches of Rio 
de Janeiro, are now preparing for the election of a new President on October 3. And as they 
listen to the election campaigning, they are haunted by the memory of Guatemala. 


For communism has become a factor in the turbulent Brazilian election campaign. Justa 
few weeks ago on August 16 Brazil's Red leader, Luis Carlos Prestes, openly threw his political 
support behind two of the leading candidates, Juscelino Kubitschek and Jao Goulart, the Social 
Democratic candidates for President and Vice President. 


Kubitschek, a former governor of Sao Paulo, enjoys wide popularity throughout Brazil. But 
a question mark hangs over Goulart, a godson of the former President Getulio Vargas and now 
head of the Labor Party. As Labor Minister under Vargas, he began to place Reds in charge of 
key trade unions until the Army forced his ouster. While claiming to be non-communist, he has 
since worked openly with the Reds — a pattern set by the former Red-supported President of 
Guatemala, Jacobo Arbenz. 


The chance that a Red-supported government may be elected is considered so grave that for 
several months rumors have been flying around Rio that the Army may have to step in with a coup 
d'etat to prevent it. 


The First Step Is Infiltration 


Even if Kubitschek and Goulart win the election on October 3, the event would not im- 
mediately throw Brazil into the hands of the Reds. The danger is that it might open the door for 
them to infiltrate the government, communications and labor unions as they did in Guatemala. 
From such positions they could work to communize the country. 


Luis Carlos Prestes already has worked out a four point political program to accomplish just 
this by easy stages. These points are: 1) Concentrate the main fire against U. S. "imperialism"; 
2) Go easy on confiscation of land; propose confiscation only of the property of the richest land- 
owners and leave the well-to-do peasants alone — for the time being; 3) Go easy on nationaliza- 
tion of industry, too; propose to nationalize only the capital and enterprises of big capitalists who 
have collaborated with the U. S. — until later on; 4) Call for a peoples' democratic government 
of national liberation, thus pulling nationalists into a Red-dominated united front directed against 


the U. S. 
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This concentration of effort on Brazil is an example of the seesaw efforts of the Reds to con- 
quer Latin America during the past thirty-odd years. In the late 1920's and early 1930's Mexico 
was the main object of their attack, The attack shifted to Brazil and Chile in the mid-1930's and 
to Cuba in the 1940's. Guatemala was the major scene of communist effort in the past few years 
and, since the failure there, they have been shifting back to Brazil and Chile. 


Aim Is Conquest Of All Latin America 


Against this background it is apparent that gaining a foothold in Brazil — a country larger 
in area than the United States and covering nearly half of South America — is considered by the 
Reds as only a steppingstone toward conquest of the entire continent. 


Trouble is simmering throughout Latin America today. Many countries are plagued by 
deepening economic, financial, and social crises. And where trouble is the worst, there are the 
agents of communism, stirring up class conflict and hostility toward the U. S. 


Altogether there are some 200,000 Party members in Latin America. To guide these hard 
core Reds in how to gain political power in their various countries, the Cominform is urging the 
distribution of the four point political program Luis Carlos Prestes is following in Brazil. 


The Cominform journal, "For A Lasting Peace, For A People's Democracy" on July 1 re- 
ported that Prestes' program already has been reprinted and distributed in Venezuela, where there 


are some 20,000 hard core Reds, and was being circulated throughout every Latin American 
country. 


The journal stated, "The program of the Party of Brazil marks the beginning of a new stage 
in the creative application of Marxism to the conditions in a Latin American country." It points 
out that "this experience can be used by other fraternal peoples of Latin America because they 
are confronted by the same enemy — U. S. imperialism — and in general have similar economic, 
social and political problems." 


Many Brazilians, and some North Americans too, are concerned that if a Red=supported 
candidate does win a strong position in the government of Brazil, the stage will be set for a new 
wave of anti-Americanism throughout Latin America accompanied, in Brazil at least, by confis- 
cation and nationalization of U. S. enterprises. 


This danger underscores once again that the communist conspiracy is universal and world= 
wide. It cannot be dealt with on a piecemeal, area-by=area basis. 


SECRET MISSION IN THE CORN BELT 


Farmers throughout the United States and particularly in the midwest corn belt can expect 
an upswing in communist propaganda as a result of the recent tour of the twelve-man Soviet farm 
delegation. 


According to the "Daily Worker" of August 10, New Century Publishers, Communist Party 
publishing house in New York, already has started distribution of a new communist pamphlet, "The 
Farm Crisis", and hints that further efforts at agitation and propaganda in the farm belt are to 
come. 


What is the aim of “The Farm Crisis"? The “Daily Worker" describes it as containing an 
elaboration of the Party's program on agriculture as developed by the Party's National Farm 
Commission. Essentially, this program, first published in "Political Affairs" of April 1954, calls 
for farmer-labor unity in forming a new political party which ultimately will win political power 
— for the communists. Launching distribution of this pamphlet while the Red farm officials were 
shaking hands and making friends in the midwest was no mere coincidence. 
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Reds Primary Aim — Fact-Finding 


As soon as members of the Soviet farm delegation began to ask questions about U. S. farm- 
ing, one central fact became clear. These twelve Soviet officials, headed by the Deputy Soviet 
Agricultural Minister, Vladimir Matskevich, were not mere farmers on a visit of friendship. They 
were well=briefed experts seeking facts about U. S. farming to use in modernizing the Soviet's 
backward agricultural system. 


There was no secret that fact-finding was the purpose of the Soviet junket. Agriculture all 
over the communist empire has been in a state of crisis at least since former Premier Georgi Malen- 
kov pointed it out in April 1952. Under Krushchev a new agricultural system based on expanded 
corn output is being developed and new techniques are needed to make the new system work. 


An editorial on collective farming in "Pravda" on August 12 declared, "The Communist 
Party and the Soviet Government ascribe foremost importance to putting into production the 
achievements of science and the experience of the leading workers, considering this as one of 
the most important tasks in the building of Communism." 


Main Soviet Aim — No Surprise 


It should be no surprise that the communists came to the United States — "the last stronghold 
of capitalism" — to get the knowledge about farming they need "in building communism". This 
has happened before. 


When the top Reds decided in 1928 to industrialize the Soviet Union, they did the same 
thing. Soviet engineers were sent to study in American factories. U.S. engineers visited and 
worked in the Soviet Union. Industrial products flowed to the Soviet in Exchange for gold from 
slave labor camps in the Kolyma Valley. The result is that today the Soviet iron and steel indus- 
try — backbone of the communist empire military might — bears the imprint "made in America". 


The secret mission of the Soviet farm delegation, however, is to be found not in its open 


fact-finding. Rather it is concealed in the Soviets' apparently harmless efforts to show friendship 
to American farmers. 


Report after report on the touring Soviets disclosed that they were doing a wonderful job 
acting like a "travel-weary group of American businessmen", showing how human communists can 
be and thereby inducing American farmers to be more tolerant of communists and possibly more 
receptive to communist propaganda. 


The Propaganda Line 


The key to the line this propaganda is taking is found in "The Farm Crisis". For, in addition 
to containing the Reds' program for American farmers, the pamphlet "also deals with recent de- 
velopments in connection with farmer-labor unity, the farmer's stake in peace, the outlook in 
rural areas for the 1956 elections and so on." 


A clue as to what the basic line of future appeals to farmers might be came over Radio War- 
saw on August 2 in a commentary on the American tour of the Soviet farm officials. After dis- 
closing details of how lowa farmers can produce so much corn, the Radio declared mournfully 
"that the small farmers in lowa are losing money and their farms are being swallowed up by the 
big capitalist farmers who are making all the money." 


It seems that weeks before the Soviet farm delegation left for the United States, Reds be- 
hind the Iron Curtain had received detailed information on how Americans grow com and had 
formulated a line designed to split American farmers into classes of richer and poorer, then try 
to recruit the poorer ones to support communist causes, 
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For years the Reds have been — to recruit American farmers to the communist banner but 
without success. Now that the friendly smiles of the Soviet farm delegation have broken down 
farmer resistance to communists, at least to some extent, American Reds feel that the time is ripe 
for an expanded propaganda campaign — looking forward to their immediate objective of electing 
candidates favorable or not so hostile to communism in 1956. 


This situation is a challenge for American farm organizations and for civic and patriotic 
groups in farm areas, and especially for alert editors of farm publications and rural newspapers. 
Their job of exposing propaganda when it is discovered and of disseminating accurate information 
both about the nature of the communist conspiracy and about the poverty of all peasants under 
communism has been increased as the result of the visit of the twelve Soviet farm officials. It is 
hoped that in any further exchange of farm delegations the message of American freedom can be 
transmitted into the homes of Soviet peasants. 


REDS OPEN DRIVE TO SPLIT AMERICAN LABOR 


A new communist drive is underway to split American labor and it is being given a big 
assist by the so-called labor leaders in the Soviet Union. 


The main objective is to induce American labor to send official delegations to the U.S.S.R. 
and thus break down its firm resistance to any collaboration with the Soviet government. The 
communists have already succeeded in raising a conflict over whether or not American union rep- 
resentatives should follow the lead of chess players, sportsmen and farm groups in making exchange 
visits with the Soviets. Some lesser CIO and AFL officials favor the idea. 


This campaign was kicked off by policy statements from Red Party Chairman William Z. 
Foster and the "Daily Worker's" labor editor, George Morris, in the last few days of July, when 
national interest was focused on the exchange visits of the farm delegations. Morris wrote an 
open letter to AFL President George Meany and to Walter Ruether, President of the ClO, asking 
them to send a trade union delegation to Moscow. 


The Soviet labor publication, "Trud", on August 11 picked up the theme in a front page 
article praising the exchange visits of the farm delegations and urged that there should be more 
such exchanges beginning with union men. 


Since the AFL Executive Council on August 10 flatly refused the proposal of such exchanges 
on the grounds that it "would only play into the hands of a totalitarian dictatorship which denies 
its own people all fundamental human rights", the Reds have been carrying on a campaign among 
the rank-and-file of both the AFL and the CIO to discredit the leaders of those organizations. 


The current attack is concentrated against George Meany, President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, who has taken the lead in rejecting the Soviet proposal. The "Daily Worker" 
declared on July 27 that Meany is standing in the path of progress. 


Reds Seeking World Rule 


What do the Reds have to gain by exchange visits? According to Marxism-Leninism, the 
revolution which will bring about the dictatorship of the proletariat will be led by the working 
masses, aided by the peasantry. The communists, in turn, are the leaders of the working masses. 


To bring about the revolution, the Soviets must win the support of the trade unions which repre- 
sent the workers. 


_An exchange of labor delegations would give Soviet officials an opportunity to sell their 
coexistence line directly to top U. S. union leaders, as they did in the case of Aneurin Bevan 
and other British labor leaders when they visited Moscow some time ago. 
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At the same time, the visits could be used to convince free trade unionists throughout the 
world that communists are acceptable to the top union leaders of the U. S. and, therefore, should 
be acceptable to union leaders elsewhere. This could reverse the present trend of the growing 
strength of the worldwide free trade movement. 


This campaign is much more aggressive than the one the Reds waged during the early 1930's 
during a similar period of international friendship. According to testimony by William Nowell, a 
former communist labor leader, before the Senate Subcommittee on Intemal Security in January 
1954, the Red plan in the early 1930's was to capture a significant part of American labor in 
order to “protect world communism and to perpetuate and save it in its crisis". 


Today, in what the Reds are calling the new stage of the world communist movement, their 
plans are not merely to protect world communism against the growing strength of the free world, 
but also to gain the support of American labor. This is essential if the communists are to succeed 
in their program of forming a farmer-labor bloc through which they expect first to influence 
American domestic and foreign policies, and ultimately to gain political power for themselves. 


Technique Of Infiltration 


The time-worn Red technique leading toward this end is to capture control of a union local 
and to use it as a base for creating conflict within larger union organizations and for gaining 
leadership of an increasing number of rank-and-file union members — a process which must be 
continually exposed and guarded against. 


The issue of whether American trade union leaders should visit Moscow is one the Reds cur= 


— are using to create conflict and to split the ranks of American labor, On this issue, the 
stand of the AFL and of George Meany is clear. 


Mr. Meany recently declared: "As representative of ten million free trade unionists, | 


would be willing to give consideration to a trip to Moscow as soon as it is possible to have free 
trade unions in Russia." 


He has stated at other times that if the Reds are sincere in their interest in peace, they will 
agree to free elections in their satellite countries, and eliminate "their worldwide machinery 


which is working day in, day out twenty-four hours a day, in an attempt to subvert the demo- 
cratic governments throughout the world." 


American labor, being the prime target for Red infiltration and for splitting operations, has 
a major challenge to face. The task of top union leadership in combating communist inroads 
could be made easier through the wider dissemination of accurate information conceming the 
nature and objectives of the communist conspiracy. 


RED PLAN TO SUBVERT JAPANESE STUDENTS FAILED 


The communist attempt to subvert the student mind in Japan has been greatly slowed during 
the past two years through the forceful action of one man — Dr. Shannon McCune, Chairman of 
the Department of Geography, Colgate University, Hamilton, New York. 


While serving as a visiting professor at the University of Tokyo in the fall of 1953, Dr. 
McCune discovered that the Reds were exploiting the poverty of many Japanese students to spread 
their distorted texts through Japanese educational institutions. 


According to Dr. McCune, a typical Japanese student had about 4,000 yen a month — 
about $11.00 in U. S. currency — to cover his expenses. While American textbooks were much 
in demand, they cost from $4.00 to $8.00 apiece. 
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The communists moved into this situation with a flood of Soviet history and geography 
books — many of them printed in English — and sold them at about thirty cents each. In these 
texts, the benefits of communism and Marxism-Leninism were played up, and the United States 
and free enterprise were played down. 


In their effort to get communist books into the hands of Japanese students and, consequently, 
get communist ideas into their heads, the Reds produced volumes of the Communist Classics — 
again in English — worth probably $8.00 to $10.00, and sold them for the equivalent of ten 
cents. Japanese students, anxious to learn to read English fluently, thus found that the cheapest 
reading matter was the words of Marx, Lenin, and Stalin. 


Books For Asia Plan 


Dr. McCune's answer was a Books for Asia plan. This consisted of rounding up all the books 
no longer needed in American colleges and universities, then shipping them to Japanese students. 
Since Japanese are reluctant to accept charity, they could send a map or a pamphlet or pay 200 
yen — about fifty-five cents — for the books they received. 


Dr. McCune immediately followed up with a letter to eighty geography teachers in the 
U. S. whom he thought would join him in the plan and with other letters to Japanese students 
saying that more books would be sent. By the following July two thousand books had arrived in 
Tokyo and three thousand more were on the way. The flood has become so great that a warehouse 
has been established in San Francisco to store books prior to shipping. 


The result has been a sharp drop in the sale of communist textbooks and tracts on Marxism= 
Leninism to Japanese students. And more American texts are flowing to Japan from the San 
Francisco warehouse. 


When one realizes that the first step in the Red conquest of a nation is the attack on the 
student mind, the importance of Books for Asia comes into proper focus. 


At the same time this plan underscores the fact that there are many ways by which organi- 
zations and individuals can counteract the spread of communism. A major one is distribution of 
books of the free world to schools and students in Africa and Asia. 


TWO NEW PARTY LINES 


During the past month both the Communist Party of the United States and the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union have laid down new Party lines for the guidance of Party members and 
fellow travelers. 


While both pronouncements highlighted the current atmosphere of sunshine and sweetness 
emanating from Moscow, on the surface at least the Khrushchev-approved line is less militant- 
sounding than that of U. S. Communist Party Chief; William Z. Foster. 


One reason is that the Khruschev line, which announces a new Soviet internationalism, is 
mainly designed to justify the friendliness top Reds are now showing to the West. 


According to the Soviet newspaper, "Komsomolskaya Pravda", of August 18 the new Soviet 
internationalism has two parts: One consists of studying and adopting methods, techniques and 
products of foreign countries when they are better than those of the Soviets; the other involves 
promoting friendship among nations, particularly among the "proletarian masses" of other 
countries. 


Fact-Finding Abroad — The Heighth of Patriotism 


Under the new line, in fact, the gathering of technical, industrial, and agricultural in- 
formation from say, the United States, becomes the heighth of Soviet patriotism. The newspaper 


declares: 
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"Real patriotism is incompatible with national narrow-mindedness. Can one consider as a 
real patriot someone who praises everything of his own and depreciates everything foreign simply 
because it belongs to another country? 


"Some of our engineering and technical workers and some scientists have a ignored 


the development of foreign technology and excluded themselves from studying and applying 
foreign experience." 


That, said the riewspaper, a real patriot will not do. 


The Party, however, is quite vague about promoting friendship among the proletarian 
masses in other countries. All the newspaper said was, "Love for one's homeland and people 
does not prevent patriots from having a respectful attitude toward other peoples and to stand for 
peace and friendship with peoples of other nations, to give help and support to their class broth- 
ers, to study and use for the benefit of one's own people the experience of other peoples." 


The extent of this change in Party line must not be minimized. The communist empire is 
emerging from an era of isolation and hostility toward the West into an era of apparent friendship 
and free exchange. Thus, at one stroke, the Red strategists: 1) Undercut the West's incentive to 
rearm West Germany; 2) Open the door for Soviet experts to appropriate the scientific and tech- 
nical advances of the free world to bolster the Soviet's failing economy; and, 3) Encourage coun- 
tries such as socialist India and renegade communist Yugoslavia, under the guise of equality and 
friendship, to drift closer to the Moscow camp. 


Party Line Harsher in the U. S. 


Obviously this is a change in Party line which stands to strengthen the communist empire 
at the expense of the West. How the Communist Party in the U. S. plans to help ‘Big Brother’ in 
Moscow in this deception of the free world is explained by U. S. Party Chief William Z. Foster 
in the "Daily Worker" of August 7. Predicting that "the next period (in the United States) should 
be one of great popular discussion and action," Foster declared: 


"At this turning point when world peace (that is, world communism) can be substantially 
advanced, clarity, boldness and initiative are required to reach and mobilize public opinion for 
peace, and, at the same time, to extend the struggle to restore the Bill of Rights, and promote 
equality and economic security." (Restoration of the Bill of Rights means repeal of all laws and 
cessation of all activities which hamper the communist conspiracy .) 


"In this situation, every communist needs to be a constructive force among the mass of 
sage and their organizations and, above all, in the trade unions." Specifically, Party mem- 
rs are ordered to mobilize public opinion in favor of: 


1) A"democratic," "peaceful" Germany within a European security arrangement. (This 
was the Red plan rejected at the Berlin Big Four talks a year ago because, as was said then, it 
would doom any effective NATO defense against the U.S.S.R.) 

2) A ban on atomic and hydrogen bombs and on tests of nuclear weapons, and reduction of 
non=atomic forces. 

3) The fullest cultural, economic, and social exchange among all nations and an expansion 
of world trade (essence of the new Soviet internationalism). 

4) Admission of (Red) China into the UN and the peaceful settlement of the Formosa issue 
in accordance with the territorial rights of People's China (that is, turn Formosa over to the Reds). 


With every change in Party line it becomes more apparent that changes are made only to 
exploit new world conditions in order to benefit the communist empire. These recent changes, 
along with changes of Party line in Latin America and elsewhere, indicate that top Reds believe 
they can now disarm their enemies with a show of sweet reasonableness. So far at least it seems 
. be the communist empire, not the free world, which stands to gain from the change in Party 
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A CALL TO DUTY 






KNOW YOUR AMERICA WEEK, sponsored annually by The All-American 
Conference to Combat Communism, will be observed in 1955 from Sunday, Novem= 
ber 20, through Saturday, November 26. 


